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of Asia exercise relatively an even larger power
than the students of Europe and America to-day.
The whole process of education sifts out the
incompetent, so that the student class represents
a highly selected group. In the hands of these
men are placed all the best inheritances of the
past and the greatest opportunities of future
leadership.

We shall find that former students of Japan,
China and India, who represent a much smaller
fraction of the population, occupy not only a
majority but practically a monopoly of the
positions of leadership throughout the East.
Knowledge is power. The students hold this
power. They face to-day a unified world, armed
with all the inventions of modern science. They
have also the new moral responsibilities created
by the great missionary movement abroad and
the social movement in the West. Will they
rise to-day to use with true missionary spirit
the power of this new knowledge as a sacred
trust, as it was used by those students of an
earlier day who moulded our own civilization ?
The students of Asia face a peculiar responsibility.
The Oriental nations are entering an era of
transition and change. They are becoming
plastic and progressive. Old superstitions and
abuses must be swept away, widespread reforms
introduced, and obvious defects in the national